UT San Antonio Graduate Faculty
The Members of the Graduate Faculty shall be composed of Graduate Faculty, Graduate Faculty Scholars, Graduate Faculty Adjoint, and Special Members. 

Members of the Graduate Faculty 
Full-time tenure-track and full-time tenured faculty actively meeting their program's expectations and qualifications for sole-chairing dissertations for doctoral students will be recognized as Graduate Faculty. Graduate Faculty from one department may chair dissertations for doctoral students in departments across the institution so long as the graduate program committees of the faculty member’s home department and the second requesting department agree. 

Full-time tenure-track and full-time tenured faculty members actively meeting their program's expectations and qualifications for teaching graduate courses, serving on thesis and dissertation committees (where applicable), and chairing Master’s thesis committees (where applicable) will be recognized as Graduate Faculty Scholars. 

The distinction between Graduate Faculty and Graduate Faculty Scholars is for use only in determining eligibility to serve as the sole chair of a dissertation committee. Although activities related to the distinction (e.g. chairing Master’s thesis and chairing dissertation committees) should be considered in determining faculty workload agreements, the distinction itself, and related distinctions relevant to Graduate Faculty Adjoint and Special Members, are not eligible for consideration in determining faculty workload agreements. 

Not all departments have doctoral programs. This fact does not preclude the faculty in those departments from (a) eligibility for appointment as Graduate Faculty or (b) from serving as doctoral dissertation committee chairs, where appropriate, in order to promote interdisciplinarity. 

Full-time tenure-track and full-time tenured faculty members currently serving as Graduate Faculty Scholars who wish to be considered for Graduate Faculty status may request that the Graduate Faculty of their program/department vote on their status. Each program/department sets its own criteria for Graduate Faculty status, in line with department expectations for research and scholarly activity. Graduate Faculty Scholars may request a vote for Graduate Faculty status annually. Once recognized as Graduate Faculty, that status will remain in effect until the next academic program review. Denial of a request for Graduate Faculty status may be appealed to the Graduate Faculty Committee. A denial by the Graduate Faculty Committee may be appealed to the Graduate School Dean. 

Graduate Faculty Adjoint Membership
Adjoint faculty members are eligible for appointment as Graduate Faculty Adjoint upon recommendation by the Members of the Graduate Faculty of the department where they serve and/or the appropriate graduate program committee and approval by the Graduate Faculty Committee. The status for Graduate Faculty Adjoint is 5 years, unless renewed. Graduate Faculty Adjoint members may teach graduate courses, serve on graduate committees, and be the sole chair of thesis and dissertation committees.

Graduate Faculty Special Membership
Faculty members of The University of Texas at San Antonio who do not hold a full-time tenured or tenure-track appointment, including fixed-term track, research, emeritus, visiting, adjunct, or part-time faculty members or individuals outside the university, are eligible for appointment as Special Members of the Graduate Faculty upon recommendation by (1) the Members of the Graduate Faculty of the department where they serve and/or the members of the appropriate graduate program committee, (2) recommendation by the Chair of the appropriate graduate program committee, (3) recommendation by the appropriate Department Chair, (4) recommendation by the appropriate College Dean, and (5) approval by the Graduate Faculty Committee. Special membership does not transfer between departments, and unique applications must be made for special membership in each requesting department. Special Members may teach graduate courses, serve on graduate committees, and co-chair thesis and dissertation committees. 
Special membership does not grant Special Members the ability to serve as the sole chair of Master’s thesis and doctoral dissertation committees. The status of Special Members will be for 3 years, unless renewed. The requesting department and the Graduate Faculty Committee may limit the term of service to a period of less than 3 years and/or may limit duties of Special Members in regards to teaching and service on thesis and dissertation committees.
